
FINANCES 

The Virginia Department of Education and 
participating schools pay for all of your 
studentÕs educational and room and board 
expenses.*  However, a small amount of money 
for personal expenses will be needed.  We 
suggest that your daughter/son bring about $175 
for personal expenses, which includes $75 to 
cover the Student Activity Fee, which pays for, 
among other things, a GovernorÕs School T-shirt 
and a trip to Busch Gardens.  In cases where this 
may be a hardship, please contact the director 
about scholarship funds.  It will be helpful if 
your daughter/son pays cash (not a check) for 
her/his Student Activity Fee.  (Busch Gardens 
season pass holders should bring their passes 
and $40 for the Activity Fee.)  

The University requires a $50 deposit to cover 
lost key and access cards.  This should be mailed 
to the GovernorÕs School office by May 18 
along with the other forms included in this 
mailing.  Checks should be made payable to 
Christopher Newport University and your 
childÕs first and last name should be written on 
the ÒmemoÓ line.  The check will be held and 
returned during checkout on August 1 when 
your son/daughter returns his/her original key 
and access card, has no outstanding library items 
or fines, and is completely moved out by 
1:00pm.  Students who lose a key and/or access 
card, have them replaced, and then find the 
original still must forfeit the key/card deposit as 
the University bills the GovernorÕs School for 
each new key and card produced. 

*Private schools may choose to pass on the cost of their 
share to parents/legal guardians.  The Virginia Department 
of Education still pays a substantial portion for those 
students who attend private schools as well as for those 
who attend public schools. 

WIRELESS PHONE POLICY 
The GovernorÕs School seeks to promote 
community among its members, helping 
students discover the person they are, not just 
the person they have been expected to be.  This 
means fostering an environment with limited 
distractions.  Over the past 20 years, we have 
found that students appreciate the ability to 
concentrate on relationships within the 
community and leave behind, if only for a brief 
time, the demands and interruptions that 
everyday life imposes.   

We believe that wireless phones impede the 
fundamental goals of the GovernorÕs School 
experience.  To that end, we expect that students 
will respect our community formation process 
by leaving wireless phones at home.  We also 
expect parents/guardians to assist us in enforcing 
this policy.  If you have a grave concern 
regarding the policy, you may contact the 
director in writing no later than May 18 so that 
your concerns may be addressed.   

We ask that you and your student sign the 
Wireless Phone Policy Acknowledgement 
indicating your understanding of, consent to, and 
willingness to abide by this policy.  Thank you 
for your cooperation. 

STUDENT MESSAGE LINE 
You may leave phone message for your 
son/daughter at 757-594-0769.  Messages will 
be checked regularly throughout the day, written 
down, and delivered to his/her room.  You may 
contact the GovernorÕs School office if you need 
to speak to a staff member directly.  The 
GovernorÕs School office number is answered 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 

MEDICAL PROTOCOL 
The GovernorÕs School staff includes a nurse.  
We will make every effort to alleviate your 
childÕs discomfort on site, and, if necessary, 
arrange an appointment with a local doctor to 
assess her/his condition.  We will utilize the 
services of a local urgent care center for non-
emergency medical needs.  The practice accepts 
most major medical insurance.  Please complete 
and sign the Student Medical Information so 
that the best possible care may be administered. 

Many insurance providers require a referral in 
order to authorize payment for medical 
treatment.  If your insurance provider requires 
such a referral, GovernorÕs School personnel 
will contact your insurance provider to request 
pre-authorization.  Failure to provide accurate 
insurance information on the medical form may 
result in delayed treatment or being billed for the 
full cost of care. 

If a physician sees your son/daughter, your child 
or a staff member will contact you after the 
appointment in order to give an accurate review 
of your childÕs condition.  In an emergency 
situation, you will be contacted at the earliest 
opportunity.  Your childÕs well being is our 
primary concern. 

Remember that some medically related expenses 
are not covered by insurance (e.g., co-payments 
for a physician visit, prescriptions, replacing 
eyeglasses/contacts, orthodontic repair).  Please 
develop a plan with your son/daughter to cover 
these unpredictable expenses.  The GovernorÕs 
School carries a supplementary insurance policy 
that will reimburse most costs not covered by a 
familyÕs primary insurance policy.  Your child 
will be given the necessary paperwork for you to 
complete. 

OFF-CAMPUS TRIPS 
The GovernorÕs School program strives to offer 
students diverse curricular, co-curricular, and 
extra-curricular learning opportunities.  
Opportunities often include class and program-
wide off-campus field trips.  Possible field trip 
destinations include, but are not limited to, the 
MarinerÕs Museum, Jamestown, Yoder Barn, 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center, Virginia Living 
Museum, and Busch Gardens.  Please sign the 
Parental Authorizations indicating your 
consent for you daughter/son to participate in all 
program-sponsored field trips during the 
summer session.  

 

DEPARTURE 
The GovernorÕs School program will conclude 
on Saturday, August 1.  A final Closing 
Ceremony for students, faculty, and staff will 
take place at 8:30am.  Due to space 
considerations, parents, family, and friends are 
not able to attend.  Please plan to arrive at the 
conclusion of the ceremony (approximately 
10:30am) to assist students in moving out of the 
residence halls.  

Students must be checked out of the residence 
halls by 1:00pm.  Checkout is conducted by the 
RAs and must be completed before departure.  
Loading only signs will be posted near the 
residence halls.  Please do not park or load your 
vehicle in reserved spaces or no parking areas.  
The latter are designated fire lanes and you will 
be ticketed or towed at your expense.  As a 
courtesy to others, if your child is not packed, 
please do not park in a loading only area until 
you are ready to begin loading your vehicle. 

 



GOVERNORʼS SCHOOL AT A GLANCE 
Opening Ceremony  
Ferguson Center for the Arts Concert Hall 
Sunday, July 5, 2009 at 1:00pm 
 
Family Day 
Sunday, July 19, 2009 
 
Closing Ceremony (Students only) 
Saturday, August 1, 2009  
Checkout begins at 10:30am 
 
Student Message Line 
757-594-0769 
 
StudentÕs Mailing Address 
StudentÕs Name 
York River East or West #_____ (Sent in June) 
GovernorÕs School Program 
1000 University Place 
Newport News, VA 23606 
 
GovernorÕs School Office 
Sheryl A.M. Johnson, Director 
GovernorÕs School 
1 University Place 
Newport News, VA 23606 
757-594-0768 (Voice) ¥ 757-594-7803 (FAX) 
govschool@cnu.edu 
AOL IM: VaGovSchool 
http://govschool.cnu.edu 
 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMPUS 
Directions and a campus map can be found on 
Christopher Newport UniversityÕs website: 

http://about.cnu.edu/visitingCampus/gettingHere.cfm
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ARRIVAL 
Students should plan to arrive Sunday, July 5, 
between the following times for check-in to the 
residence halls: 

¥ Humanities: 9:00am Ð 10:30am 
¥ VPA: 10:30am Ð 12:00pm 

Please complete the check-in process before the 
Opening Ceremony at 1:00pm. 

During the check-in period you may move your 
studentÕs personal belongings into his/her room.  
Signs will be posted designating unloading only 
areas.  After unloading, follow signs to 
designated parking.  Please do not park or 
unload your vehicle in reserved spaces or no 
parking areas.  The latter are designated fire 
lanes and you will be ticketed or towed at your 
expense. There will be no dining service 
available on campus for lunch, so you will want 
to have lunch off campus before the Opening 
Ceremonies. 

ATTENDANCE 
Students are required to live in residence from 
the Opening Ceremony, July 5, through the 
Closing Ceremony, August 1.  Family members 
are invited and warmly encouraged to attend the 
Opening Ceremony.  Due to space limitations, 
family and friends are not permitted to attend the 
Closing Ceremony. 

Students will not be excused from campus 
during the session for any reason other than an 
emergency.  If your daughter/son accepts 
appointment to the GovernorÕs School, she/he 
must be prepared to forego other activities, 
however commendable they may be, for the 
duration of the program.  The overall program is 
too greatly compromised by absences to make 
exceptions to this rule.  Please understand that 
these guidelines are established to ensure that all 
students derive the maximum benefit from the 
GovernorÕs School program. 

VISITING CAMPUS 
Absolutely no visitors are allowed for the 
duration of the program.  To appreciate this 
rule you must understand that one of the 
purposes of the school is to achieve a cohesive, 
self-contained environment in which students 
can study and come to know one another with a 
minimum of external distractions.  

At any time during the session, packages for 
your son/daughter may be dropped off between 
the hours of 8:30am and 10:30pm in the 
GovernorÕs School office located in York River 
West.  A member of the staff will deliver the 
package to him/her.  This should not be seen as 
an opportunity for you or anyone else to visit 
with your son/daughter. 

FAMILY DAY 
Family Day (Sunday, July 19) is an opportunity 
for students to visit and leave campus with 
family and friends between the hours of 8:00am 
and 7:00pm.  To ensure your childÕs safety, it is 
the policy of GovernorÕs School that students 
may only leave campus on this day with a 
parent/legal guardian or those persons 
designated in advance by a parent/legal 
guardian.  Friends under 21 years of age are 
welcome to accompany such a person, but may 
not check the students out or visit on campus 
unaccompanied.   

Therefore, we ask that you complete the Family 
Day Authorized Persons Form by listing those 
persons (including yourself and/or spouse) who 
have your permission to check out your 
daughter/son.  For the safety of our students, 
phone calls from parents will not be accepted in 
lieu of written notification.  We will ask for 
identification from all persons, including 
parents/legal guardians. 

 


